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A large portion of the Recorder for this 
week is occupied by the proceedings of 
Congress on the Missouri question. The 
gveat struggle is at last decided by the de- 
sertion of representatives from free states, 
and a bill has passed, in which the advo- 
cates of liberty have not succeeded in gain- 
ing a single contested point. How has this 
calamity fallen upon the nation? Of those 
who should have been vigilant and stead- 
fast in the maintenance of the spirit of re- 
publicanism, some were absent and some 
were faithless. Although there has been 
scarcely a doubt among disinterested per- 
sons upon the right aa expediency of the 
restrictive clause, it is our duty to exer- 
cise a charitable kindness towards those of 
our representatives who have throughout 
opposed it, as it is to be presumed that 
they have acted from a sense of duty, and 
have followed the convictions of their own 
minds; and although we may perhaps be 
called upon to imagine some favourable 
apology for those who were absent, how 
can we excuse or palliate the treachery of 
the men, who for weeks listened unshaken 
to the most ingenious apologies for the ex- 
tension of slavery, and at the critical mo- 
ment, on a question without debate, have 
destroyed the fair hopes of the people! 
What caused this sudden conviction?P— 
What strong arguments did they hear?— 


What new light burst upon them? We 


can imagine no honest motive for their 
conduct—and yet they must have been ac- 
tuated by something. There is a mode of 


accounting for what has happened, but we | 


are reluctant to use it. When, in the re- 
publics of Greece, a citizen became dis- 
tinguished for his talents, his virtues, and 
his public services, it was usual to suspect 
him of a design upon the liberties of the 
people. The same spirit still appears to 
exist. Rurus Kine 1s a statesman whose 
strong ability has never been denied; he 
is a patriot of such unspotted integrity, 
that his political opponents raised him by 


‘a@ vote almost unanimous to his present 


seat in our councils; and so far as he‘ has 











others, he has devoted himself to the ser- 
vice of his country. ‘These qualities have 
marked him to the candidates for office 
and the advocates of slavery as the object 
of suspicion. They feigned to believe that 
this great man was actuated in the impor- 
tant question, by an unholy desire of per- 
sonal aggrandizement; and to this spirit 
of party zeal, in the absence of more plau- 
sible conjecture, the loss of the day may 
be attributed. Had the principles of our 
fathers been fixed in the constitution of 
Missouri, there was reason to fear that the 
future gratitude of that state would have 
combined with the increasing respect—we 
had almost said veneration—of the people, 
to raise him to the highest dignity in the 
nation. 

The advocates of slavery have asserted 
that the Missouri question was a struggle 
to throw the balance of power on the side 
of the middle and eastern states, in oppo- 
sition to the interests of the south and 
west. It may be useful to examine the 
probability of this accusation. Should Mis- 
souri be finally settled in the same man- 
ner as are the slaveholding states in the 
south, her population will consist of a large 
portion of persons who can add only three- 
fifths of their number to her strength in 
the House of Representatives. If Missouri 
were a free state, her whole population 
would be represented. It has been suffi- 
ciently proven, that in countries where 
slavery is permitted, the whole number of 
inhabitants increases much less rapidly 
than in countries where all are free. If 
therefore the inhabitants of the eastern and 
middle parts of the United States had so 
little regard for the public good, as to be 
desirous of increasing their own impor- 
tance by depressing the western states, 
they could pursue no policy better calcu- 
lated to promote their wishes, than to ad- 
vocate the extension of slavery over all 
Louisiana. Every effort has been made 
by the other side, to carry Missouri into 
the union without prohibiting slavery. Not 


been permitted by the jealous rivalry of |; only has the extension been advocated 
Vou. III. L 
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with great ability upon its own merits, but 
appeals have been made to the prejudices 
of party, to bear down the influence of 
truth. They have been too successful. It 
remains to be seen, whether the offence 
committed by the representatives of free- 
men will be slightly passed over by their 
constituents. 

If there has ever been a public measure 
advocated upon pure conviction of its uti- 
lity, 1t was that proposing the restriction 
on Missouri. That was_no struggle for 
office, but a noble contest in the cause of 
justice. Its failure adds one more to the 
innumerable evidences that have been 
given, to show with how much less con- 
stancy we adhere to Truth than to Inte- 
rest. That was no party question, but an 
earnest endeavour to spread the doctrines 
that are promulgated by the spirit of our 
constitutions, by the voice of reason, and 
by the commandments of the Most High. 








Fucternal Ymprovement. 





FROM THE OLIVE BRANCH. 
(Continued from page 146.) 


The principal streams running into the Ohio, 
along the banks or through the channels of 
which, an active commerce will, at no distant 
day be carried on, deserve also a few additional 
remarks. The Mahoning, or Big Beaver, will 
need clearing out, and perhaps a few dams and 
locks made, in order to make it navigable in 
low stages of the water. 

Muskingum river is a beautiful water course, 
which in several Indian languages, signifies “a 
river with a town upon its banks.” Marietta 
stands at its mouth, and Zanesville is situated 
on its eastern bank, fifty miles north of the for- 
mertown. Here are the first rapids in this 
stream, around which, a canal is cut already. 
Ascending the river, if a few isolated rocks 
were removed, the navigation would be good 
for keel boats of several tons burden, to the 


' portage already mentioned. 


The Scioto is a gentle stream, having a de- 
scent of only a few inches to the mile, and the 
same observation applies to the Big Miami and 
the Wabash. Illinois may be called a natural 
canal, for it hardly flows in many parts of it. 

The Ohio, itself, has a descent of only about 
four inches to the mile. It has lately been ex- 
amined by commissioners appointed by Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia and Ohio, who have examined 
the river and reported the obstructions which 
exist from Pittsburgh to Louisville. According 
to that report, the obstructions in the river may 
be divided into the following five classes, to 
wit: in the first class, are eight shoals on which 
the depth of water at the lowest point on each, 
is from two feet four inches to two feet six 
inches. In the second class, there are twenty- 
four, between two feet six inches and three 
feet. In the third class, there are thirteen, be- 
tween three feet and three feet six inches. In 
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the fourth class, there are twenty-two, between 
three feet six inches and four feet. In the fifth 
class, there are thirty-five, between four feet 
and six feet. This classification is made with 
reference to depth only. Besides these shoals, 
there are trees brought down by the current in 
high stages of the water, with their roots fasten. 
ed to the bottom, which from the motion they 
make in the water are called sawyers. Should 
the states of Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio and 
Kentucky, join in their efforts to remove the 
obstructions in the Ohio, how long would they 
remain ? the plan suggested by the commission- 
ers, and which appears to be a good one, is that 
each state above named appoint one commis- 
sioner, to form a board, to jointly transact busi- 
ness; that each state appropriate 40,000 dol- 
lars, ten thousand of which to be annually ex. 
pended; that the board should be compelled to 
report their proceedings to their respective le- 
gislatures, who might add to or take from these 
appropriations as they might deem proper and 
necessary: to begin with the first class of ob- 
structions first, and so on until all of them were 
removed. Besides these obstructions, there are 
falls, or more properly speaking rapids, at Louis- 
ville. Around these, on the [ndiana side, a canal 
is already begun, which on several accounts 
will in all probability not be completed in our 
age. On the Kentucky side of the river, a canal 
465 perches in length may be cut for $330,594, 
while on the other side the expense of a canal 
will be $1,117,123 50. We need not add, that 
the commissioners recommend to their respec- 
tive states the cutting of the canal on the Ken- 
tucky side of the river. There are a few ob- 
structions, and but few below the falls. The 
Mississippi is obstructed by sawyers in many 
places. This river rises and falls gradually, and 
might be confined within its banks, by levees 
or embankments, so that the channel might be 
cleared by the current. The expense of such a 
levee would amount to two millions of dollars, 
but the land which would be laid dry and ren- 
dered fit for cultivation by means of such an 
embankment, would be worth five times that 
sum immediately, and they would increase in 
value afterwards. 

Where sleeps the genius of Columbia, while 
these works are neglected? Her cannon have 
made Afric’s barbarians tremble; their flash 
has enlightened the waves of every sea with 
glory. Her armies have triumphed over the 
most powerful foes. Her Congress have char- 
tered a bank withouta line or syllable to autho- 
rize it in our constitution, but they have refused 
to improve our internal navigation and our 
roads, because the constitution has not expressly 
said they had the power to do so. Congress 
have the power of establishing post roads, of 
defending the nation against foreign invasion 
&c.; but this is nothing, because that would be 
conferring benefits on the people ; but to char- 
ter a bank for the purpose of oppressing them, 
and enriching the bank stockholders without 
the least authority, they have full power! 

Were these canals cut, and the other improve- 
ments above suggested made, what benefits 
would flow from them ? 

A few of them shall be enumerated. By 
these internal improvements, all the people of 
the United States would be ultimately benefited. 
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The people of the two vallies, in the St. Law- 
rence and Mississippi, would be enabled to in- 
terchange their several products and commodi- 
ties—the furs, peltries and skins, the fish and 
oil of the north, would at little expense find 
their way into the south; the cotton, sugar, 
flour, hemp, wheat, rye, Indian corn, butter, 
cheese, fruits, tobacco, beef, pork, cattle, horses, 
whiskey, and live stock of all kinds of the valley 
of the Mississippi, would be carried into the 
valley of the St. Lawrence for a market. In 
that climate, flour would not sour on the hands 
of the carriers, nor would there be that fluctua- 
tion in the market, now so ruinous to the trader 
to New Orleans. The funds collected for these 
articles, would be of some value to their hold- 
ers, and not die, or at least depreciate from 
twenty-five to thirty per cent. before they could 
be laid out, as it often now happens. 

This market and interchange of commodities, 
would build up and cherish manufactures. The 
people along the lakes would receive our iron, 
our free stone, made into grindstones, whet- 
stones, and stone for building; our copperas, 
now sold at six cents per pound,’ would com- 
mand ten; from the quantities of Onondaga 


salt that would be brought here, our manufac- 


turers would be compelled to sell that article 
at one dollar a bushel, or not sell it at all. Mu- 
riatic and sulphuric acids would be manufac- 
tured beside the manufactory of copperas; the 
“coal heads,” which are now perfectly use- 
less, would enrich the people here. 

By these means, towns would cluster along 
our rivers, the lakes would whiten with our 
canvass, and every river would be vexed by our 
dashing oars. The forests would bow before 
the arm of man, and hamlets, villages, towns and 
cities, would spring up, as if placed there by 
magic. Where the howling wolf now prowls 
for his prey, the sheep would walk in safety, 
and the hooting of the owl, would be replaced 
by human voices, hymning glad praises to Him, 
who has here laid off a spot for the largest, hap- 
piest empire in the world. 

A spirit of enterprise would thus be fostered 
among the people, who would not think it any 
thing to make a journey from St. Louis to Al- 
bany through the Illinois, the lakes, and the 
Clinton canal. 

This constant interchange of commodities, 
this constant intercourse and the friendly offices 
which would attend it, would bind together the 
union in indissoluble bands. What demagogue 
would dare tell us in the west, that we have no 
common interest with the people of the east? 
if he should do so, who would believe him? 

The balance of trade would be in our favour; 
we could purchase and pay for all the iands 
owned by the United States. Thus would the 
whole union be benefited by such works. Our 
coal, that is now of no value as an article of ex- 
portation, will then find a steady and good mar- 
ket, in all the towns from Buffalo to Quebec, Al- 
bany and N. York. It would not then as now be 
necessary to make a three months voyage to New 
Orleans, and then to go over the mountains 
with depreciated funds to purchase goods; be- 
cause our merchandise would be purchased 
there, and soon as our cargoes were sold, the 
same boats which carried our flour, &c. to mar- 
ket, instead of being useless and of no value at 
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the place of destination as now, would return 
freighted with foreign goods, or any thing else 
we need, Why linger the people of the west 
any longer to undertake these improvements ? 
Their losses in trade for three years past would 
do all that we want done to effect all these de- 
sirable objects. 

I have said nothing of the grandeur which 
such works would confer upon this natien—no- 
thing of the dangers to the union, unless they 
are completed—nothing of the wealth which 
would be accumulated by enterprising indivi- 
duals—nothing of the colleges and academies, 
which would probably be endowed by munifi- 
cent men—nothing of the happiness of the 
people at large—nothing of the flourishing state 
of the arts and sciences among us, for they. are 
too apparent to be overlooked by the reader. 

But when shall we begin these works? Now. 
Let commissioners be appointed to explore 
one or more of these portages—let two thou- 
sand dollars be appropriated this session of the 
legislature for that object—let the commission- 
ers report to the next general assembly their 
proceedings, and then let appropriations be 
made from year to yéar as we find ourselves 
able to do so. Let a tax of a cent an acre be 
laid on all the lands in the state, and from time 
to time open other sources of revenue until 
one or more of these canals is completed. The 
toll derived from those who pass through one, 
will soon cut another; and thus may we live to 
see all these canals completed in the space of 
twenty years: that is, all those necessary to be 
made by the state of Ohio within her own 
limits. I speak with great confidence on the 
practicability of cutting these canals by this in- 
fant state, within the time above limited. In 
the completion of these improvements, the in- 
terest, the honour and patriotism of Ohio are 
united. Unborn millions would bless the le- 
gislature who passed the frst act to make them. 
Their names would be engraved, not upon 
columns of marble, but upon the hearts of un- 
born generations. How enviable the lot of 
those who compose our present general assem- 
bly! By passing the first law on this subject in 
Ohio, they may raise a monument to their fame 
more durable than the Mausolea of boasted 
antiquity; high as heaven it shall stand to future 
ages a proud trophy to their renown, until not 
a leaf shall tell the name of an opponent to the 
measure; until oblivion has swallowed up ail 
the writers who have doubted the feasibility of 
the undertaking, or the ability of Ohio to com- 
plete it. You may think me an enthusiast, but 
I am not—I know the perseverance, the enter- 
prise, the labour and the funds necessary on 
this account are within our reach. 


You will pardon the haste in which I write 


these lines, and believe me to be your friend 
and servant, Cates ATWATER. 








Agriculture. 





FROM THE AMERICAN FARMER. 


The little controversy which has lately ap- 
peared in the American Farmer, between “ A 
Subscriber” and “ A Friend,” about the virtues 
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of the ruta baga or Swedish turnip, in the 
course of which the relative value of potatoes 
was mentioned, reminded me of an intimation 
long since given, that I might make to you a 
communication on the latter of those roots. I 
now submit to your disposal some observations 
on both; and add a few on the mangel wurtzel, 
or greater beat, and on carrots, 

Novelties in agriculture as well as in other 
things, if fair to appearance, and confidently 
recommended by persons entitled to general 
credit, are often implicitly adopted and zealously 
pursued, until sober experience shall have de- 
tected the fallacy. The encomiums passed on 
the ruta baga by that extraordinary man William 
Cobbet, and his reprobation of potatoes, are 

erhaps equally extravagant. If there be truth 
in the analysis of these two roots, by sir Hum- 
phrey Davy, the same weight of potatoes con- 
tains more than three times the quantity of nu- 
tritious matter that is found in the ruta baga. 
Yet if both be fed in their raw state, to domes- 
tic animals, the latter may be found the better 
root. For human food, raw potatoes would be 
intolerable, while the ruta baga is not unpala- 
table. Yet if both be equally well cooked, few 
can hesitate to give a decided preference to 
the potato, as well in regard to taste, as nutri- 
tion. The potato, if a good and mealy kind, 
will well supply the place of bread. Its value 
in this respect, is satisfactorily ascertained in 
the British isles, more especially in Ireland, 
where the practical judgment of that part of its 
population which makes the greatest use of 
potatoes, very well accords with Mr. Davy’s 
anaiysis of grains and roots. He states that of 
1000 parts of wheat, 955 are nutritive; and of 
potatoes, 200 to 260 parts. Now, ina report to 
the English Board of Agriculture in the year 
1795, by an intelligent Irish gentleman, Samuel 
Hayes, esq. it is stated ‘that the nourishment 
from one pound of good household wheat bread, 
is equal to five pounds of the best sort of pota- 
toes.” That this was first suggested to the 
“‘ingenious gentleman” Mr. Broughall, who 
gave the information to Mr. Hayes, “from a 
memoir on the subject by Parmentier, a French 
chemist ; and has since been supported by many 
corroborating circumstances—Mr. Broughall 
having observed that whatever weight the shil- 
ling household loaf consists of in Dublin, five 
times that weight of potatoes may have been 
bought at that time for the same sum; and if 
by any cause the price of potatoes should rise 
above that proportion with respect to bread, 
the lower class then decline the purchase of 
potatoes; experience having taught them the 
cheapest mode of support.” Mr. Hayes adds, 
“that as in the country parts of Ireland, the 
fowls, pigs and dogs come in for their share (of 
potatoes), there is certainly more consumed 
than five times the quantity of bread, which 
might be necessary; but it is far from thrown 
away; the family by this means eat none but 
the soundest and most palatable potatoes, whilst 
the refuse supply equally the wants of the other 
animals. We must also add, that another cause 
of increased consumption arises from the uni- 
versal practice of allowing the little children of 
the house to roast potatoes for their own use, 
as often as they please, in the turf or wood 
ashes. As you ride by a cottage, you frequently 
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see a group of children run to the door, each 
one holding in his hand a roasted potato; and 
to this facility of procuring plenty of wholesome 
sustenance, at this stage of life, may be attri- 
buted the robust health of our peasantry, and 
the great population of our country.” But ac- 
cording to Mr. Cobbet, the potato, when ana- 
lysed, contains chiefly dirt, water and straw; 
and seeing that ruta baga, according to sir H. 
Davy’s analysis, contains only 64 nutritive parts 
(while the potato contains 200 to 260) in 1000, 
of what do the remaining 936 parts consist ? 
Doubtless, as truly as the potato, of dirt, water 
and straw. 

The common opinion of the injurious if not 
poisonous quality of the juice of the potato, is 
probably correct; and it will account for the 
often stated fact, that raw potatoes will barely 
keep swine alive; while the experience of 
many farmers will incontestably prove, that 
when boiled (the water in which they are boiled 
being thrown away) potatoes will greatly con- 
tribute to the growth and fattening of hogs. 
Even in their raw state, they are unquestion- 
ably useful in the fattening of cattle, and for 
increasing the milk of cows, while fed on hay 
or other dry fodder in winter. Probably, 
raw potatoes while full of juice, if useless or 
injurious to swine, may be a salutary food for 
cattle ; certain it is, that the latter eat them 
voraciously, which is not the case with swine. 
Yet even swine will not only live but thrive upon 
them, when, having been spread and dried until 
shrivelled, they are kept until after midsum- 
mer of the year succeeding their growth. The 
juice of the root of one species of the cassada, 
is poisonous; but this being expressed, whole- 
some bread, much used in the West Indies, is 
then made of the roots. : 

Some sorts of potatoes must yield more nou- 
rishment than others; and hence the difference 
in the results of sir H. Davy’s experiments in 
analysing them. The mealy and well flavoured 
potato might have that superiority over the 
watery and ill flavoured. The same remarks 
will apply to other roots. Much also, as to their 
quantity of nutritive matter, may depend on the 
nature of the soil where roots of the same kind 
are raised. I once pulled a flat turnip of the 
common kind, weighing two pounds, from the 
deep rich soil at the foot of a hill, and another 
weighing only one pound from a dry gravelly 
loam; both were boiled and mashed; and when 
the watery juice of each was pressed out, the 
eye could not determine of which there was the 
greatest quantity; both were well flavoured. 

The potatoes of Nova Scotia, and the remoter 
parts of the district of Maine, (like those from 
England and Ireland) are vastly superior to 
those generally raised in Massachusetts, and 
the states still furthersouth. It is the common 
opinion that potatoes require a dry (and conse- 
quently a warm) soil. This, as to the U. States 
in general, is doubtless an error. Ireland and the 
west of England are moist and cool countries ; 
and from them have usually come the best pota- 
toes. In all but the most northern portions of 
the United States, it would seem advisable to 
choose moist and cool grounds, with northern 
aspects for raising potatoes, at least for the 
table. Dr. Anderson, if I mistake not, some- 
where mentions a very dry summer in Great 
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Britain, when the potato crops were small in 
quantity, and the roots of very ordinary quality. 
The next summer was amply moist, and then 
the potatoes were abundant in quantity and of 
excellent quality. 

My own observation and experience have 
satisfied me, that, generally speaking, potatoes 
improve in their quality when carried from a 
warmer to a colder climate; and just the re- 
verse happens when carried from one colder to 
a warmer. In the latter case, the produce of 
even the first year has generally borne hardly 
a resemblance to those planted—these were 
mealy and finely flavoured ; their produce moist 
and of indifferent flavour. The best early po- 
tatoes I ever had, were produced from a hand- 
ful of small ones brought from Maryland. It 
was in the third year that they attained their 
greatest excellence. They were afterwards 
confounded with others and lost, for want of my 
personal attention. 

We have in Massachusetts a very productive 
potato, said to have been brought from the river 
Plate. It is a long red potato, which I have 
cultivated for a dozen years. I think it has 
been constantly improving in quality; and has 
now become a good potato for the table, espe- 
cially in the spring. 

Of the same sorts of potatoes, individual roots 
are greatly superior to others. Perhaps the 
proportion of the latter may be increased (if 
thereby an entire crop cannot be obtained) in 
the following way :—select the fairest roots of 
a large size, and plant them entire in hills, one 
potato in a hill: when the produce is ripe, 
boil two or three from each hill, carefully mark- 
ing from what hills they were respectively taken, 
and save for seed the residue in the hills giving 
the best samples. This process, a few times 
repeated, may furnish potatoes of a uniformly 
good quality. ' 

But to return to the ruta baga. Your corres- 
pondent “ A Friend,” refers the other “ A Sub- 
scriber,” to Mr. Barney’s application of this root, 
in feeding his two fat oxen, as stated in the first 
number of the American Farmer. But what is 
found there? That those extraordinary beeves 
were fattened on that root? Just the reverse. 


It was Indian corn meal which improved and. 


finished them so highly, and the ruta baga was 
used rather as a condiment, to give the oxen a 
better appetite for the meal. They were two 
years in fattening. The first winter they eat 
equal quantities of Indian meal and of the 
ruta baga; but as the latter contains (according 
to sir H. D.) only 64 nutritive parts in a 1000, 
while Indian corn probably contains at least 900,* 





* “Yn the last century, a professor of chemis- 
try in Italy, discovered that the meal of maize, 
(Indian corn) like the meal of wheat, contained 
not only starch, but a soluble mucilage or ex- 
tract, and a glue of the same nature as animal 
matter.” 

This is stated by Dr. Pearson, in his analysis 
of the potato root, communicated to the Board 
of Agriculture; which, as well as Mr. Hayes’ 
communication above mentioned, appears in a 
report on the culture and use of potatoes, 
published by the board in 1795. I wish some 


of our chemists would analyse the best sorts of | 
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the meal contributed fourteen times as much 


nourishment as the ruta baga. In the second 
winter the difference was still greater; the ox 
Columbus, then eating daily from 12 to 16 quarts 
of meal, and only 8 to 12 quarts of ruta baga. 
And you mention that Mr. Barney “ gives the 
preference to Indian meal over every other spe- 
cies of food for fattening either sheep or cattle, 
and gives it in its dry unsifted state.” It has 
ever been the practice of farmers in New Eng- 
land, in stall-feeding cattle on hay and Indian 
meal, to give the latterin the same form. From 
American farmers, probably, Mr, Barney, an 
Englishman, learned that manner of using Indian 
meal. 

You say also, that “ Mr. Barney concurs with 
Mr. Cobbett, in the belief, that the ruta baga is 
sweeter and far more nutritious than any other 
root, or vegetable for feeding live stock.” But 
this is mere matter of opinion. Even to the 
taste, the parsnip, carrot, and every sort of 
beet, is manifestly sweeter; and to decide prac- 
tically by the value of ruta baga, compared with 
other roots, in fattening cattle, more accurate 
experiments will be necessary than have been 
made by either. In the meantime, we may 
more confidently rely on the analysis of vegeta- 
bles by so distinguished a chemist as sir Hum- 
phrey Davy. He states that the red beet con- 
tains 121 parts in 1000, of saccharine matter or 
sugar—the white beet 119 such parts—parsnips 
90, and carrots 95; while the ruta baga contains 
no more than 51 such parts. The mangel wurt- 
zel, or great beet, is in taste like the red and 
white beets, and doubtless contains as much 
saccharine matter; and all of them more than 
double the quantity of nutriment that is afforded 
by the ruta baga; and parsnips and carrots fifty 
per cent. more. On sirong lands in England, 
the mangel wurtzel yields currently 48 tons per 
acre. See memoirs of the Philadelphia Society 
of Agriculture, Vol. iii. Appendix, p. 97, where 
the mode of culture is given, for the regular 
production of such immense crops. Of carrots, 
18 tons (upwards cf 700 bushels, 56 Ibs. to the 
bushel) have been raised on an acre in Massa- 
chusetts; and these, as well as the mangel 
wurtzel, cattle eat with great avidity. For 
cows giving milk both are to be preferred to 
the ruta baga, even if they gave no more nutri- 
ment. In the last autumn, the flavour of the 
butter was very much injured by my cows feed- 
ing plentifully on the neches and leaves (greens, 
as Mr. Cobbet calls them) of the ruta baga.* 

Conclusion.—Ruta baga sown in June wil] 
yield great crops; the seeds vegetate quickly, 
and the plants soon attain a size to admit of 
easy culture. The root is hardy, will endure 
severe cold, and keep till midsummer of the 





Indian corn; I am inclined to think this grain 
contains nearly or quite as much nutritive mat- 
ter as wheat. 


* A late English writer (Bonington Moubray, 
esq.) treating of the food for milch cows, says 
“‘cabbages may be given moderately, but tur- 
nips (he probably means the common turnip,) 
make thin milk and bad butter, in spite of all 
the nostrums which have been recommended 
as preventives.” I fear the ruta baga will not. 
be whellv free from the same objection. 
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year following their growth; and are usefully 
applied for food to all domestic animals, cows 
giving milk probably to be excepted. 

Mangel wurtzel, cultivated in the same man- 
ner, and sown in April or early in May, will 
yield crops as large asthe ruta baga; individual 
roots growing to the weight of from 5 to 10 
pounds. But the roots will not bear frost like 
the ruta baga. It will be more easy to preserve 
them in winter, in the middle than in the north- 
ern states. The genuine mangel wurtzel is of 
a red colour: and full grown, has more than 
half its body above ground. 

Carrots being of smaller growth than either 
of the former roots, seem to require a different 
arrangement. Instead of one row on a ridge, I 
would sow two rows, ten or twelve inches 
apart; and thin the plants to 4 or 5 inches dis- 
tance in the row, with intervals of three feet 
between the double rows for tilling them with 
the plough. In this manner, I entertain no 
doubt that twenty tons and upwards to the acre 
may be raised. 

Both carrots and mangel wurtzel being of 
much softer texture than ruta baga, are more 
easily chopped into pieces for cattle. It is ge- 
nerally understood that cows giving milk in 
winter, if fed plentifully with carrots, will pro- 
duce yellow butter. Mr. Jefferson’s authority 
may be adduced for stating, that the famous 
Parmesan cheese of Italy, receives its light yel- 
low colour from the juice of carrots, mixed 
with the milk or curd. The flavour of Ameri- 
can cheese has sometimes appeared to be in- 
jured by an excessive use of annatto; the same 
colouring that has long been used in England. 
The practice doubtless originated in deception, 
to give that colour artificially which rich milk 
afforded of itself, a fine yellow. The practice 
in both countries is now continued from fashion. 
The Parmesan, according to Mr Jefferson, is a 
two meal cheese, made of night’s milk skimmed, 
(the cream being taken off very early the next 
morning for making butter) and mingled with 
the new milk of the morning. It is not a fat 
cheese, and this accounts for it. Iam, sir, your 
obedient servant, T. PickEnING. 

Jan. 4, 1820. 





fiecord. 
Sixteenth Congress. 


' FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

Feb. 29.—A bill regulating trade with the In- 
dians, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to continue in force for one year the 
act for establishing trading houses with Indian 
tribes was passed.—The memorial of the Colo- 
nization Society was referred to Messrs. Pink- 
ney, King, and Roberts. 

March 1.—The bill regulating trade with the 
Indians was passed. The Senate were about to 
proceed to the consideration: of the bill to 
change the mode of disposing of the public 
lands, when Mr. Barbour observed, that under 
existing circumstances with respect to the Mis- 
souri question, he did not feel in the humour at 
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CONGRESS. 


present to legislate on this bill, which at any 
other moment he should have regarded as a 
very important one. The question was post- 
poned to Monday. 

March 2.—Mr. King, of New York, called up 
the memorial of major-general A. Jackson, now 
lying on the table, with the view only of moving 
that it be printed. On this motion a few obser- 
yatious were made, as to the propriety of first 
reading this memorial, which was objected to on 
account of its length. The consideration of the 
subject, however, was interrupted by the arrival 
from the House of Representatives of a message 
announcing the passage of the Missouri bill.— 
[This bill is that which has been so long debated 
in the House of Representatives, and contains 
the provision restricting slavery.] ‘The bill was, 
on motion of Mr. Barbour, immediately taken 
up and read a first and second time; and, at his 
instance also, was then forthwith taken up as in 
committee of the whole. Mr. Barbour then 
moved to amend the bill by striking out the pro- 
viso requiring the new state to interdict slavery 
within its limits. The subject, he said, had been 
so fully discussed, and so often passed upon, and 
the yeas and nays recorded on it, that he thought 
it unnecessary to say any thing on the subject: 
and he should forbear even the asking for the 
yeas and nays upon it. Mr. King, of New York, 
said he was perfectly ready to concur in the 
sentiment expressed by the gentleman from 
Virginia. He had no idea of producing delay 
in bringing this matter to a conclusion, which 
only would be the effect of discussion; but was 
ready to concur in any course which would lead 
to its speedy termination. Mr. Horsey said, 
that, having been necessarily absent when this 
question was before decided, he wished now to 
be indulged with an opportunity of recording 
his vote. The yeas and nays were accordingly 
ordered to be taken, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Ed- 
wards, Elliot, Gaillard, Horsey, Hunter, John- 
son of Kentucky, Johnson of Louisiana, King of 
Alabama, Lanman, Leake, Lloyd, Logan, Macon, 
Parrott, Pinkney, Pleasants, Smith, Stokes, Tho- 
mas, Van Dyke, Walker of Alabama, Walker of 
Georgia, Williams of Mississippi, Williams of 
Tennessee—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, King 
of New York, Lowrie, Mellen, Morrill, Noble, 
Otis, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Taylor, Trim- 
ble, Wilson—1.5. 

Mr. Thomas then proposed to amend the bill, 
by inserting therein a section declaring the in- 
hibition of slavery in the territories of the United 
States, north of 36° 30’ north latitude (the same 
as was previously proposed by the Senate to be 
added to the Maine bill). This motion was 
agreed to, without debate. The amendments 
were then reported from the committee of the 
whole, and the first of them was concurred in 
without a division. To the second (Mr. Tho- 
mas’s), Mr. Trimble proposed an amendment, 
which was, to strike out the part thereof des- 
criptive of the territory from which slavery is 
to be excluded, and in lieu thereof, to insert the 
following : 

** All that part of Louisiana west of the Mis- 
sissippi, ceded by France to the United States, 
except the state of Louisiana, the territory in- 
claded in the proposed state of Missouri, and 
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the Arkansaw territory, east of the 17th or 49th 
degree of longitude agreeably to Mellish’s map.” 

Mr. Trimble said he would not have offered 
this amendment, but with the hope that some 
agreement might take place between the two 
Houses, and in the belief that that amendment 
embraced principles on which the two Houses 
might unite on this subject. When we go into 
the territory which was uninhabited at the date 
of the Louisiana treaty, and is yet uninhabited, 
very few, he believed, entertained scruples as 
to the constitutionality of the restriction. For 
his part, he did not see on what principle the 
constitution could be brought to bear on the 
subject. He had offered this amendment with 
a view, should it succeed, to vote for the bill in 
its present form. He had little doubt that it 
contained principles on which, were it agreed 
to, the bill would pass the other House; and he 
was under the impression that it would not suc- 
ceed on the principle of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois, as it now stood. The 
question was then taken, without debate, on 
Mr. Trimble’s motion to amend the amendment, 
as above stated, and decided as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, King 
of New York, Lanman, Mellen, Morril, Otis, 
Ruggles, Sanford, Trimble, Wilson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Ed- 
wards, Elliot, Gaillard, Horsey, Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Johnson of Louisiana, King of Alabama, 
Leake, Lloyd, Logan, Lowrie, Macon, Noble, 
Palmer, Parrott, Pinkney, Pleasants, Roberts, 
Smith, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Van Dyke, 
Walker of Alabama, Walker of Georgia, Wii- 
liams of Mississippi, Williams of Tennessee—S0. 

Mr Thomas’s amendment was then concur- 
red in, as agreed to in committee of the whole. 
And the amendments were then ordered to be 
engrossed, and with the bill to be read a third 
time: it was read a third time accordingly, 
passed, and sent to the House of Representa- 
tives, requesting their concurrence in the 
amendments. 

March 3.—A message was received from the 
House of Representatives, that that House had 
concurred in the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill for the admission of Missouri into the 
umon.—Mr. Thomas, from the committee of 
conference on the Maine bill, reported a re- 
commendation of a verbal alteration, necessary 
to conform it to the existing state of things; 
which was agreed to, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives informed accordingly.—On motion of 
Mr. King, of New York, the memorial of major 
general Andrew Jackson was taken up, and 
considerable debate took place; which ended, 
however, in those who had opposed the print- 
ing waving their opposition to it. 

Murch 4.—The bill altering the mode of sale 
of the public lands, and a bill granting further 
time to those in debt for lands, were postponed 
to Wednesday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Feb, 28.—Mr. Randolph, from the select com- 
mittee appointed on that subject, reported a 
bill for the relief of the family of the late 
Oliver Hazard Perry, and for the education of 
his children at the public charge; which was 
twice read and committed. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
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their secretary, announcing that the Senate zn- 
sist on their amendments to the bill for the ad- 
mission of Maine into the union, which had been 
disagreed to by this House. Mr. Taylor moved 
that the House insist on its disagreement to the 
said amendments. Mr. Cobb inquired of the 
chair, whether the question could be divided so 
as to be taken separately on each principle em- 
braced in the amendments. Mr. Lowndes re- 
marked, in substance, that it appeated to him 
there would be much difficulty in coming to 
any conclusion on these amendments in which 
the two Houses would concur; that he thought 
therefore that it would be better to lay them 
aside until this House had matured and finally 
acted on the bill now before it, for the admis- 
sion of Missouri, and ascertained how it was re- 
ceived by the Senate, &c.; with this view he 
moved that the amendments be laid on the 
table. On this question the House divided, and 
the motion was negatived—yeas 74, nays 85, 
Mr. Culpepper, then, after some remarks to 
show the propriety and necessity of mutual con- 
cession and mutual forbearance on a question so 
important and delicate; and from the hope, 
that, by acting conclusively on the bill now be- 
fore the House and sending it to the Senate, all 
difficulty would be gotten over, &c.; moved 
that the amendments be postponed until to- 
morrow. This motion was opposed by Mr. 
Holmes, and Mr. Whitman, who were averse to 
delaying a final decision on these amendments 
with which the admission of Maine was con- 
nected, and which they wished to separate from 
it as promptly as possible. The motion to post- 
pone the amendments was negatived without a 
count: The main question then recurring, it 
was so divided, on motion of Mr. Butler, of Loui- 
siana, as to be first taken on insisting on the dis- 
agreement of this House, to the first eight sec- 
tions (connected with the Maine bill provisions 
for the admission of Missouri) and was decided 
—yeas 97, nays 76. The question was then 
stated on insisting on the disagreement of the 
House to the remaining amendments of the Se- 
nate (being the ninth section, embracing the 
compromise principle). Mr. Lowndes wished 
to remark, before this question was taken, that, 
although he should always be ready to vote for 
such a proposition, substantially, when present- 
ed to him, combined with the free admission of 
Missouri, yet, as the amendment relative to Mis- 
souri had been disagreed to, it would be use- 
less to retain this amendment in connexion 
with the Maine bill alone, and, as he should 
therefore now vote against retaining it, he 
wished his) motive to be understood. Mr. 
M‘Creary made a remark or two to the same 
effect; when the question was taken on insist- 
ing on the disagreement of the House to the 
ninth section of the Senate’s amendments, and 
carried—yeas 160, nays 14. So the House in- 
sisted on its disagreement to the whole of the Se- 
nate’s amendments to the Maine bill, and the 
clerk was directed to acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

The House then again went into committee 
of the whole, Mr. Cc*d in the chair, on the 
Missouri bill—Mr. Storrs’ proposition to insert 
therein the clause to exclude slavery from the 
territory of the United States west of the Mis- 
sissippi and north of 36 deg. 30 min. N. lat. (ex- 
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cepting the proposed state of Missouri), being 
still under consideration. Mr. Beecher resumed 
and concluded the speech which he commenced 
on Saturday, against the amendment, and in de- 
fence of the right of Congress to impose the 
slavery restriction, heretofore discussed. Mr. 
Randolph again rose, and spoke some time against 
the amendment, and in reply to some of the ar- 
guments of Mr. Beecher. Mr. Mallary, of Ver- 
mont, spoke some time in explanation of the 
reasons which would induce him to vote against 
the amendment, though he was in favour of re- 
striction on the territories west of the Missis- 
sippi, &c. Mr. Storrs next addressed the com- 
mittee, in a short but earnest speech, in sup- 
port of his amendment. Mr. Livermore made a 
few remarks against the amendment. Mr. Bald- 
win spoke a short time in favour of the amend- 
ment, and in reply to a point or two of Mr. 
Beecher’s remarks. The question was then 
taken on Mr. Storrs’ amendment, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 33. The committee then 
proceeding to fill up the details of the bill, Mr. 
Taylor.moved an amendment thereto, going to 
strike out all that part providing the apportion- 
ment of delegates to the convention among the 
several counties, and substituting therefor, in 
substance, a provision leaving the apportion- 
ment to the general assembly of the territory, 
according to the free population thereof. Mr. 
Randolph rose to offer a little amendment to 
the amendment, which he supposed had drop- 
ped out of it by accident; it was the word white 
—a matter, he observed, of some importance 
vet to those on the south side, as they said-- 
and proceeded to extend his remarks on the 
subject; when Mr. Taylor accepted the amend- 
ment with pleasure. He had omitted it, be- 
cause it was sufficiently expressed in subse- 
quent parts, and he had not deemed it impor- 
tant here. Considerable discussion ensued on 
Mr. Taylor’s amendment, in which it was op- 
posed by Messrs. Scott, Whitman and Clay, and 
was supported by the mover and Mr. Livermore; 
and the question being taken thereon, was de- 
cided in the negative, by a large majority. Mr. 
Allen, of Massachusetts, then moved to amend 
the third section of the bill, by striking out of 
the clause which designates the kind of per- 
sons who shall vote for delegates to the conven- 
tion of the state, the word “‘ white,’’ so as to ex- 
tend the privilege of voting to “all free male 
citizens;”” and spoke at some length in support 
of his motion, and in explanation of his opinions 
on other points which had been introduced in 
the debate of the bill. Mr. Randolph rose in 
opposition to this amendment, and spoke about 
an hour and a half on this motion, and other to- 
pics which he embraced in its consideration. 
Some proceedings took place on a point of or- 
der which was made; after which, the question 
was put on Mr. Allen’s motion, and a division 
required, when it appeared that but one mem- 
ber (the mover of the amendment) rose in its 
support. After filling the blanks in the bill, ac- 


‘ cording to the motions of Mr. Scott, of Mis- 


souri, Mr. Taylor moved an amendment [one 
which he had offered on the first day that the 
bill was taken up, and then withdrawn] by add- 
ing to the last section the following clause: 
** And if the same [the constitution] shall be ap- 
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the receipt thereof, the said territory shall be 
admitted into the union as a state, upon the 
same footing as the original states. This mo. 
tion was advocated by the mover, and earnestly 
opposed by Messrs. Scott, Clay, and Mercer; 
and, after some remarks by Mr. Butler, of Loui- 
siana, touching the case of Louisiana, referred 
to in the debate, the question was taken on Mr, 
Taylor’s motion, and negatived—ayes 75, noes 
84. Mr. Storrs then offered an amendment, in 
effect to transfer the restrictive amendmtnt al- 
ready adopted, to the sixth section of the bill, 
(which embraces those provisions in the nature 
of compact,) and so modify it as to make it a re- 
commendation for the free acceptance or rejec- 
tion.of the convention of Missouri, as an article 
of compact, to exclude slavery, instead of en- 
joining it as an absolute condition of their ad- 
mission. Mr. Clay secunded the motion, and, 
with the mover, zealously urged the adoption 
of the amendment. It was opposed as zealously 
by Messrs. Taylor, Sergeant, and Gross, of New 
York. The debate had continued some time, 
with much animation; when, in consequence of 
the doubts expressed whether the amendment, 
in its present shape, was in order, Mr. Storrs 
withdrew it. Mr. Clay renewed the amend- 
ment in substance, but so changing the manner 
of inserting it in the bill as to avoid the objec- 
tion as to the point of order. The debate was 
renewed on the proposition, and continued two 
hours with undiminished zeal, by Mr. Clay in its 
support, and by Messrs. Taylor, Sergeant, Ran- 
dolph, and Cook, against it. The question being 
put, the committee divided, and the amendment 
was negatived, as follows: for the amendment 
82—against it 92. No other amendment being 
offered, about half past 9 o’clock the committee 
(having rejected several motions, in the course 
ef the evening, to rise and report progress) 
rose and reported the bill to the House. Mr. 
Lowndes laid the following proposition on the 
table as an amendment of the rules and orders 
of the House : 

‘“* And if any member shall not confine himself 
to the question under debate, and shall be call- 
ed to order, if the decision of the Speaker of 
the House upon appeal, be against the member 
thus deviating from the question, such member 
shall not be, at that time, permitted to proceed, 
without the special leave of the House.” 

Feb. 29.—After less important business, the 
Ilouse proceeded to consider a message re- 
ceived yesterday from the Senate, requesting 
of this House a conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of 
the Senate to the Maine bill. On motion of Mr. 
Holmes, the conference was agreed to; anda 
committee of five members ordered, as the ma- 
nagers on the part of this House. Messrs. 
Holmes, Taylor, Lowndes, Parker, of Massachu- 
setts, and Kinsey, compose the committee.— 
The House next took up the amendments re- 
ported by the committee of the whole to this 
bill. ‘The question was taken on all the amend- 
ments to the bill, with the exception of the re- 
striction moved in committee, by Mr. Taylor, 
and were agreed to. The question then re- 
curring on the restrictive amendment, Mr. 
Storrs moved to amend that amendment by 
striking out the words “shall ordain and esta- 
blish,” and inserting therein other words, so as 
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to make the provision for excluding slavery a 
proposition to the convention of Missouri, as an 
article of compact between the United States 
and the said state, for their free acceptance or 
rejection, instead of a positive injunction. Mr. 
Rhea spoke near an hour against the restriction. 
Mr. Walker, of North Carolina, spoke a short 
time on the same side. Mr. Ford, of New York, 
spoke half an hour in answer to the remarks of 
several gentlemen who had opposed the restric- 
tion. Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, replied briefly 
to Mr. F. and in explanation of remarks which 
he had before made. Mr. Nelson, of Virginia, 
next rose, and entered into a general examina- 
tion of the restriction in the proposed case, to 
show that Congress possessed no right to im- 
pose it. Mr. Randolph spoke some time against 
Mr. Storrs’ amendment. Mr. Smith, of Mary- 
land, followed, and addressed the House at con- 
siderable length against the right of restriction, 
&c. Mr. Forrest, of Pennsylvania, next rose, 
and spoke about half an hour in support of the 
restriction. Mr. Parker, of Virginia, occupied 
the floor about the same length of time on tlie 
other side. When Mr. P. concluded, the ques- 
tion was put on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Storrs, and decided in the negative—yeas 82, 
nays 98. Mr. Scott then offered an amendment 
to the restrictive amendment, having for its ob- 
ject, in substance, to prevent the operation of 
the restriction either on the slaves now in Mis- 
souri, or on their increase. This proposition 
was advocated by Mr. Campbell, of Ohio; but 
Mr. Scott, at the suggestion of several of his 
friends, withdrew his amendment. The ques- 
on was then taken on concurring in the re- 
strictive amendment, adopted in committee of 
the whole, on the motion of Mr. Taylor, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as 
follows : 

Yras—Messrs, Adams, Allen Mass. Allen N. 


‘YY. Baker, Bateman, Beecher, Boden, Brush, 


Buttum, Butler N. H. Campbell, Case, Clagett, 
Clark, Cook, Crafts, Cushman, Darlington, Den- 
nison, Dewitt, Dickinson, Dowse, Eddy, Ed- 
wards Conn. Edwards Penn. Fay, Folger, Ford, 
Forrest, Fuller, Gross N. ¥Y. Gross Penn. Guyon, 
Hackley, Hall N. Y. Hazard, Hemphill, Hen- 
dricks, Herrick, Hibshman, Hiester, Hostetter, 
Kendall, Kinsey, Kinsley, Lathrop, Lincoln, 
Linn, Livermore, Lyman, Maclay, Mallary, Mar- 
chand, Meech, R. Moore, S. Moore, Monell, 
Morton, Moseley, Murray, Nelson Mass. Parker, 
Mass. Patterson, Phelps, Philson, Pitcher, Plu- 
mer, Rich, Richards, Richmond, Rogers, Ross, 
Russ, Sampson, Sergeant, Silsbee, Sloan, Smith 
N. J. Southard, Stevens, Street, Strong Vt. 
Strong N. Y. Tarr, Taylor, Tomlinson, Tomp- 
kins, Tracy, Upham, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Wendover, Whitman, Wood—94. 
Nayrs—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen Tenn. 
Anderson, Archer Md. Archer Va. Baldwin, 
Ball, Barbour, Bloomfield, Brevard, Brown, 
Bryan, Burton, Burwell, Butler Lou. Cannon, 
Cobb, Cocke, Crawford, Crowell, Culbreth, 
Culpepper, Cuthbert, Davidson, Earle, Edwards 
N.C. Ervin, Fisher, Floyd, Foot, Fullerton, Gar- 
net, Hall N. C. Hardin, Hill, Holmes, Hooks, 
Johnson, Jones Va. Jones Tenn. Kent, Little, 
Lowndes, M‘Coy, M‘Creary, M‘Lane, Delaware, 
M:Lean, Ken. Meigs, Mason, Mercer, Metcalf, 
Neale, Nelson Va. Newton, Overstreet, Parker 








Va. Pinckney, Pindall, Quarles, Randolph, 
Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Ringgold, Robertson, Set- 
tle, Shaw, Simkins, Slocumb Marylaud, B. 
Smith Va. A. Smith Va. Smith N.C. Storrs, 
Strother, Swearingen, Terrell, Trimble, Tuck- 
er Va. Tucker S.C. Tyler, Walker N. C. War- 
field, Williams Va. Williams N. C.—86. 

So the House concurred in the restriction. 

Mr. Taylor then renewed a motion which he 
had made unsuccessfully in committee, to amend 
the last section of the bill, by striking out the 
words “‘and the said state, when formed, shall 
be admitted into the union on an equal footing 
with the original states,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: “and if the same [the 
constitution] shall be approved by Congress, the 
said territory shall be admitted into the union 
as a state, upon an equal footing with the origi- 
nal states.” This question was briefly support- 
ed by the mover, and was opposed by Messrs. 
Scott, Lowndes, Mercer, Floyd and Hendricks; 
and the question being taken thereon, it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 49, nays 125. 

The question recurring, on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time, Mr. 
Storrs moved to amend the bill, by adding 
thereto a new section, providing for the exclu- 
sion of slavery from all the territories of the 
United States west of the Mississippi, and north 
of 36 deg. 30 min. of north latitude, excepting 
the. proposed state of Missouri (the amendment 
commonly called the compromise). Mr. Ran- 
dolph spoke a short time against this amend- 
ment. Mr. Foot moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the words “ thirty-six de- 
grees thirty minutes north latitude,” so as to 
leave the provision applicable to all the territo- 
ries of the United States. Mr. Clark made a 
few remarks against the propriety of introducing 
the amendment offered by Mr. Storrs in this 
bill. Mr. Randolph stated, much at large, the 
reasons why he should vote against the com- 
promise. Mr. Foot explained the object of his 
motion, which was, chiefly to attempt an ac- 
commodation of conflicting opinions on this sub- 
ject, of stripping the question of the constitu- 
tional difficulty, and to test the sincerity of those 
who had maintained the restriction. Mr. Cobb 
advocated the proposed accommodation, afd 
deprecated with great earnestness, the conse- 
quences which would ensue from persisting in 
the restriction, &c. Mr. Storrs rose, and siated 
that, from the consideration that his proposition 
might create delay in the passage of the bill, by 
drawing out a long discussion, and thus, by pro- 
crastinating any result from the conference be- 
tween the two Houses, operate to delay the ad- 
mission of Maine beyond the 4th of March, the 
time to which she had been limited by the pa- 
rent state, he would withdraw his proposition. 
The question was then, at length, taken on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 93, 
nays 84. And a little after 8 o’clock, the House 
adjourned. 

March 1—The engrossed bill to authorize 
the people of the Missouri territory to form a 
constitution and state government, and for the 
admission of such state into the union upon an 
equal footing with the original states, was read 
the third time, and the question stated “ Shall 


| the bill pass?” Mr. Randolph rose and spoke 
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more than three hours against the passage of 
the bill, on the ground of the unconstitutional 
and unjust restriction which it imposed on the 
people of Missouri as a condition of their admis- 
sion into the union, &c. When Mr. R. had con- 
cluded, Mr. Holmes called for the previous 
question. The call being sustained by the 
House, the previous question was accordingly 
stated, * Shall the main question be now put?” 
which, being agreed to, the question was taken 
on passing the bill, and decided in the affirma- 
tive by yeas and nays, as follows: For the pas- 
sage of the bill, 91—against it, 82. So the bill 
was passed and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 

arch 2.—A message was received from the 
Senate, announcing that they had passed the 
Missouri bill, with an amendment, which amend- 
ment was, in substance, to strike out the slavery 
restriction, and insert in lieu thereof the clause 
(Mr. Thomas’ and Mr. Storrs’ original proposi- 
tion), to exclude slavery from all the territory 
of the United States west of the Mississippi, 
north of 36° 3U’ north latitude, except within 
the proposed state of Missouri. On motion of 
Mr. Holmes, this message was laid on the table 
long enough to give him an opportunity to 
make a report from the committee of confer- 
ence. The report of this committee was, three 
resolutions, recommending in substance—Ist, to 
the Senate to recede from its amendments to 
the Maine bill; 2dly, tothe two Houses to strike 
out of the Missouri bill the restriction upon the 
state ; and, 3dly_ to insert a restriction on all the 
territory north of 36° 30’. A motion was made 
and carried to lay the report on the table. Mr. 
Beecher then moved to print the report. This 
motion was opposed by Mr. Lowndes, on the 
ground that it would imply a determination in 
the House to delay a decision of the subject to- 
day, which he had hoped the House was fully 
prepared for. Some conversation passed on this 
motion between Mr. Taylor and Mr. Lowndes, 
on the propriety of proceeding to act in this 
House on the recommendation of the commit- 
tee before the Senate had given the pledge re- 
quired of them of ‘first adopting the report by 
receding from the amendments to the Maine 
bill, in which Mr. Taylor opposed so proceed- 
ing, and Mr. Lowndes was in favour of it: inas- 
much as it would be wrong to put in jeopardy a 
satisfactory settlement of this question, from an 
adherence to a mere point of etiquette and or- 
der: that the House could not fear that the Se- 
nate would adopt the recommendation to recede 
trom their amendments, as the committee of 
conference was unanimous in their report, with 
the exception of one member from this House, 
(Mr. Taylor) and became us further as the dis- 
position of the Senate to admit Maine could not 
be doubted, they would have no motive to ad- 
here to their amendments if this House should 
adopt the report, &c. A long debate took 
place on the question of printing, or rather on 
the question, whether this House should act on 
the 2d and 3d propositions of the committee of 
conference before the Senate had acted on the 
Ist. Those against acting immediately, and in 
favour of the printing, were, Messrs. Taylor, 
Livermore, and Whitman. Those who opposed 
the printing, were, Messrs. Lowndes, Holmes, 
Kinsey, Storrs, Randolph, Brown. Strother, 
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Campbell, and Parker of Virginia. The debate 
had continued about three hours, when Mr. 
Beecher withdrew his motion. -The House then 
resumed the consideration of the amendments 
of the Senate to the Missouri bill. The ques. 
tion was divided so as first to be taken on strik. 
ing out the restriction. Mr. Lowndes spoke 
briefly in support of the compromise recom. 
mended by the committee of conference, and 
urged with great earnestness the propriety of a 
decision which would restore tranquillity to the 
country—which was demanded bv every consi. 
deration of discretion, of moderation, of wis- 
dom, and of virtue. Mr. Holmes followed in a 
short speech, nearly to the same effect. Mr. 
Adams, of Massachusetts, spoke at some length 
in favour of the restriction, and against a com- 
promise. Mr. Kinsey, of New Jersey, and Mr. 
Stevens, of Connecticut, respectively, explained 
at large the reasons which would induce them 
to vote against the state restriction and in favour 
of the territorial restriction. Mr. Mercer fol- 
lowed on the same side, with great earnestness; 
and had spoke about half an hour, when he was 
compelled by indisposition to resume his seat, 
The previous question was then called; and the 
House having sustained the call by 103 votes, 
the main question was put on concurring with 
the Senate ia striking out of the bill the slavery 
restriction on the state of Missouri, and decided 
in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

For concurring, 90—against concurring, 87. 
_ [Of those who voted on Tuesday with the majo- 
rity, Walter Case and Caleb Tomkins, of N. York, 
and Henry W. Edwards, of Connecticut, were ab- 
sent on this question; and Samuel Eddy, of Rhode 
Island, James Stevens, of Connecticut, Charles 
Kinsey and Bernard Smith, of N. Jersey, altered 
their votes. | 

The question was then stated on the second 
amendment of the Senate; when Mr. Taylor 
moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out the words “ thirty-six degrees thirty minutes 
north latitude,” and inserting a line which would 
exclude slavery from all the territory west of 
the Mississippi, except Louisiana, Missouri, and 
Arkansas. The previous question was again de- 
manded, and again sustained by a majority of 
the House. The effect of the previous ques- 
tion being to exclude the question on the amend- 
ment, and to bring it back to the main question, 
the main question was taken, on concurring 
with the Senate in inserting in the bill, in lieu 
of the state restriction, the clause inhibiting 
slavery in the territory north of 36° 30’ north 
latitude, and was decided in the affirmative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

For inserting the substitute, 134—against it, 
42. 

So the House concurred in the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill; and about half past 7 
o’clock the House adjourned. 

March 3.—A message was received from the 
Senate, announcing that they had receded from 
their amendments to the Maine bill; but asking 
a further conference on the subject of that bill, 
[for the purpose of making a necessary verbal 
amendment—to insert March “ 1820,” instead 
of March “ next,’’ as the original bill was draft- 
ed.] Mr. Randolph moved that the bill be in- 
definitely postponed, and proceeded at consi- 





| derable length to offer his reasons for wishing 
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to prevent its passage; when Mr. R. was called 
to order, by Mr. Livermore, for deviating from 
the question under debate. The speaker de- 
cided that Mr. Randolph was not out of order. 
Mr. Livermore appealed from the decision of 
the chair; but before the question was put, Mr. 
Randolph withdrew his motion for the indefinite 
postponement of the bill. The conference was 
then agreed to; and soon after Mr, Holmes re- 
ported the amendment as above stated, which 
was agreed to by the House, and the bill was 
thus finally acted on.—The motion made by Mr. 
Lowndes, to alter the rules of the House, was 
rejected, 87 to 63. 

March 4.—There was much discussion in the 
committee of the whole on the appropriation of 
the navy. A bill was reported. 


PENNSYLVANTA. 
SENATE. 

March 1.—The bill to prevent usury was 
passed—17 to 11. 

Murch 2.—A resolution was presented, re- 
quiring the secretary of the commonwealth to 
furnish a statement of all the militia in the com- 
monwealth, designating the numbers, equip- 
ment, &c. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Feb. 25.—A letter was received from the se- 
cretary and the surveyor general, on the subject 
of the county maps, stating that an additional 
appropriation of five hundred dollars will be ne- 
cessary to complete the surveys.—The motion 
to call upon the committee on the governor’s 
conduct for a copy of their minutes, was de- 
cided in the negative. 

Feb, 28.—A report was made declaring it in- 
expedient to establish a grand state lottery, the 
proceeds of which to be exclusively devoted to 
the use of common schools.—Mr. Gilmore read 
in his place a bill entitled, “ A further Supple- 
ment to the act for the relief of disabled, aged and 
poor revolutionary officers and soldiers.” The 
House resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion attached to the report of the committee on 
the conduct of the governor (which exculpates 
him), and after refusing to postpone it, the ques- 
tion was taken on agreeing, and decided in the 
afirmative—62 to 31. 

March 2.—A resolution which was presented 
yesterday, that three gentlemen be appointed 
10 view a part of the Susquehannah within the 
state of Maryland, and report to the governor 
whether the navigation is obstructed by the 
works of the Susquehannah Canal Company, 
and if so, the governor shall write to the go- 
vernor of Maryland, and request that measures 
be taken to restore the river to its rightful con- 
dition, was adopted.—A petition was presented 
from Philadelphia city and county, for an inquiry 
into the customs of the sheriff’s office. —An act 
for the relief of certain soldiers of the revolu- 
tionary war.—The bill from the Senate, direct- 
ing the recovery of the principal and interest 
due io the commonwealth, from persons hold- 
ing lands by virtue of locations, or other office 
titles, issued from the proprietary government 
and for other purposes, was passed with amend- 
ments—-66 to 25 








. 


REPORT ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


The following report made in the House of Re- 
presentatives by Mr. Anderson (of Kentucky) 
from the committee of public lands on the 
petition of the Swiss emigrants, is published 
for the information of those concerned in ap- 
plications of this or a similar nature : 


The committee on the public lands, to whom 
was referred the petition of Charles Henry du 
Pasquier and others, praying, on behalf of them- 
selves and other Swiss emigrants, that Congress 
would authorize them to purchase a tract of the 
public land, lying on the west side of the Mis- 
sissippi, and between the 30th and 37th degrees 
of north latitude, sufficient for the settlement 
of 3 or 4000 families, on terms more favourable 
than the general laws would permit, have had 
the same under consideration, and report, that 
the question presented to the consideration of 
the House involves the expediency of selling 
the public lands to foreigners on terms more 
indulgent than those which regulate the sales 
to native citizens. This committee is very sen- 
sible that the mildness of our government, its 
wise and wholesome laws, have ‘produced an 
emigration, which has gone far to increase the 
collective talents and industry of the country ; 
some of our most distinguished citizens, as well 
as most industrious and ingenious mechanics, 
are among those who have made this country 
their own, by adoption. Butit is thought, that, 
while we highly appreciate these benefits, we 
should not change the operation of the general 
iaws of our country to produce the effect. So 
long as the freedom of our institutions is pre- 
served, and wholesome laws are permitted to 
have their ordinary effect, the inducements which 
have heretofore had their influence, will still be 
sufficiently strong to produce the desired emi- 
gration. It cannot be conceded that special pro. 
visions, excepting foreigners, however merito- 
rious, from the operation of general laws, and 
giving them advantages which are denied to the 
citizens, can be founded in good policy. It isa 
peculiarity eminently honourable to our country, 
that the native of Europe possesses, in the ac- 
quisition of the soil here, the same advantages 
which an American citizen does; to give him 
more, would produce a distinction, not only in- 
vidious, but most unjust. When the law is now 
equally open to both, it would be a perverted 
use of charity to give to the stranger a facility 
which we deny to the citizen. 

It is probable that, during the present session 
of Congress, the mode of selling the public 
lands will be so far altered, as to demand a cash 
payment of each purchaser. Every reason which 
could influence Congress to make that change, 
would forbid this committee from proposing to 
sell a large quantity on a credit still more dis- 
tant than the present laws contemplate. If the 
public interests should be thought to require a 
system still more rigorous than the one which 
now prevails, and this too against petitions of a 
greater number of your citizens, and the memo- 
rials of the legislatures of several of the southern 
and western states, it would indeed be an as- 


sumption of high responsibility on the part of 


this committee to recommend, in obedience to 


' the praver of the present petitioners, that in- 
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dulgence to them, which the expected bill will 
deny to your own Citizens. 


The establishment of a community of foreign- 
ers within our country, secluded by their habits, 
manners, and language, from an int»mate asso- 
ciation with the great body of our citizens, can- 
not be an event so desirable as to justify a de- 
parture from the general law. An unrestrained 
intercourse with the body of the American yeo- 
manry affords to the emigrant the best and pro- 
bably the only means of acquiring an intimate 
knowledge of our laws and institutions; a know- 
ledge which is not only necessary to give to him 


‘the full enjoyment of his situation, but is ne- 


eessary to render him a valuable and safe citi- 
zen to the commonwealth. It is believed, that, 
if a large settlement was formed, exclusively of 
foreign families, to most of whom our language 
would of course be unknown, many years would 
elapse before that general intercouse would take 
place, beyond the boundaries of their own corm- 
munity, which would be essential to give them 
full possession of American principles and cha- 
racter; and it is by no means certain, that time 
would in such cases ever have the effect of en- 
tirely destroying their foreign character. While, 
then, this committee rejoice in every opportu- 
nity of communicating the blessings of their 
country to their European brothers, they believe 
that it can be safely done, only when they enjoy 
them by indiscriminate association. 


The petitioners have (many of them) been 
heretofore engaged in manufactures ; and they 
rely for much of the support, which they ex 
pect to receive, upon the stock of manufacturing 
skill and industry which they promise to intro- 
duce. They have exhibited before the com- 
mittee some beautiful and very satisfactory spe- 
cimens of their ingenuity and skill, particularly 
in silk and cotton goods. Your committee felt 
the full force of this appeal, and very frankly 
state, that, if any petition of a similar character 
can be acceptable to the House, this deserves 
to be so. Without referring to the known cha- 
racter of the Swiss peasantry, a settlement in 
the state of Indiana, of emigrants from Switzer- 
Jand, gives strong evidence, that a colony esta- 
blished under the auspices of the present peti- 
tioners would be characterized by industry and 
unoffending submission to the laws. They resist 
the application, however, on the grounds they 
have stated. The terms of sale held out by the 
present laws are of the most indulgent kind; 
and if the public interests should ever justify a 
relaxation from them, it is confidently believed 
that it should be in favour of American citizens. 


In answer to that part of the petition which 
declares that one of the principal objects is 
“the domestic manufacture of cotton, wool, 
flax, and silk,” the committee will only say, 
that it may well be considered, how far it would 
comport with sound policy to give a premium 
for the introduction of manufactures, at the mo- 
ment when, by the almost unanimous declara- 
tion of our manufacturers, it is said, they cannot 
live without farther protection. 


The committe therefore recommend to the 
House the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners 
eught not to be granted. [Nat. Int. 








NEW INSOLVENT LAW OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


A supplement to the act, entitled “An Act for the 
relief of Insolvent Debtors.” 


Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, in general assembly met, and 
It is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
That, from and after the passing of this act, any 
debtor may apply, in term time, by petition in 
writing, for the benefit of the existing insolvent 
laws of this commonwealth, to the judges of the 
court of common pleas of the county where 
such debtor resides, and such petitioner shall 
be entitled to the same rights and privileges, 
and the same proceedings shall be had under 
the said insolvent law as though he was in actual 
confinement in one of the jails of this common. 
wealth, on mesne or final process, at the time of 
such application. Provided always, that such 
debtor shall have resided within such county, at 
least six months, immediately preceding such 
application. 

Srecr. 2. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That if any such debtor as 
aforesaid, shall in vacation be arrested in exe. 
cution, he may apply, by petition, to the presi- 
dent, or any one of the associate judges of the 
said court of common pleas, for the county in 
which such debtor is arrested, to give bond to 
the plaintiff or plaintiffs, at whose suit he is 
arrested, in such penalty, and with such secu- 
rity as shall be directed and approved of by the 
said judges; conditioned that the debtor shall 
appear before the said court of common pleas 
at the next term, and then and there remain 
and abide the final order of the said court to be 
made during such term, and surrender himself 
to prison, in case on his said appearance he 
shall not comply with all things required by law 
to procure his discharge; and on such bond 
being given, the same proceedings shall be had 
as though the application had been made in 
term time under the first section of this act, 
and the said judge shall give an order to the 
sheriff, jailer, or keeper of the prison, to dis- 
charge the said debtor; and such sheriff, jai'er, 
and keeper, are hereby required on payment 
of costs and jail fees by each debtor, to dis- 
charge and forthwith set him at liberty. 

Secr. 3. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That any sheriff, jailer, or 
keeper of any prison, performing the duties of 
his office in pursuance of this act, may make 
return of the said order of the said judge to the 
process, which said return shall be good and 
effectual to all intents and purposes. 

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That if any debtor shali ap- 
ply for the benefit of this act to any other court 
than the court of common pleas of the county 
where such debtor resides at the time of such 
application, such petitioner shall be only dis- 
charged and exonerated, from arrest and im- 
prisonment, from the debt or debts of the plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs who held such petitioner under 
arrest at the time of such application, and he 
shall remain liable to arrest and imprisoniaent 
at the suit of any other of his creditors, as if he 
had not applied for the benefit of the said in- 
solvent laws: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained, shall be construed to prevent any 
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INVITATION TO HAYTI, &c. 


debtor from making application for the benefit 
of the laws heretofore enacted for the relief of 
insolvent debtors. 

Secr. 5. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That if any debtor petition- 
ing for the benefit of the insolvent laws of this 
commonwealth, shall fraudulently collude or 
contrive with any person or persons, to conceal 
any part of his estate, effects, or credits, or 
shall fraudulently conceal or convey the same 
for the use of himself, family, or friends, such 
debtor on conviction thereof before the proper 
court, shall undergo a service at hard labour, for 
aterm not less than one, nor more than seven, 
years; to be fed, clothed, and treated as in such 
jike cases is directed by the laws of this com- 
monwealth. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That the provisions of this 
act shall not extend to discharge, or relieve any 
defendant from any fine whatsoever set or im- 
posed in any criminal prosecution. 

1 do hereby certify, that the foregoing is a 
true copy of an act, of the general assembly of 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, passed by 
both houses of the legislature, and approved 
and signed by the governor this day. 

Witness my hand, this 25th day of January, 
A. D. 1820. 

Fr. R. Saunk, Clerk. 


HAYTI. 
Boston, March 2. 


Extract of a Letter from a merchant of Hayti, to 
a committee of coloured people of this place. 


It has been represented to me that you are 
acommittee, whose object is to provide situa- 
tions out of the United States for a number of 
coloured people, desirous of establishing them- 
selves, where prejudices do not exist against 
them, and where their industry may enable 
them to live comfortably and acquire property. 
You are no doubt acquainted with the benevo- 
lent wishes of the government of this republic 
to receive and encourage such as may come 
here with the intention of finally settling them- 
selves; but it is necessary, that individuals here, 
should aid the intentions of government in car- 
rying into effect an object of such importance 
to humanity and the interests of the country. I 
have therefore determined to set an example, 
that I think will be followed by all the principal 
proprietors of land. I want and will receive 
two hundred persons on an estate in this neigh- 
bourhood; it contains upwards of two thousand 
five hundred acres of excellent land, adapted 
for the culture of the sugar cane, coffee, and 
cotton; the sugar works and other buildings are 
complete, and there are forty-five to fifty acres 
already in canes: but as there are no accommo- 
dations for such a number at once, I propose to 
receive from twenty to twenty-five every three 
months, on the following conditions—they must 
all be people of the best character for morality, 
sobriety, and industry (none others will be re- 
ceived), and accustomed to agricultural pur- 
Suits, 

_ Conditions —1st, A suitable ledging will be 
provided for each family for the first three 
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to erect a house for themselves, for which a 
convenient situation will be appointed and a 
piece of land allotted for a garden. Advances 
will be made to procure the necessary provi- 
sions for those who have not the means to pro- 
vide for themselves—such advances to be paid 
out of the first fruits of their industry. 

2d. Such medical assistance as the country 
affords, will, during that period, be provided 
gratis. 

3d. Each family will, besides their provision 
garden, be allowed as much land as they can 
cultivate—if coffee or cotton, one half of the 
produce for the proprietors, and the other half 
for the cultivators :—if sugar, one-fourth of the 
gross proceeds for the cultivator, and three- 
fourths to the proprietors. 

4th. The proprietors will, on the commence- 
ment of their labours, furnish each family with 
the necessary agricultural utensils, and generally 
do all in their power to aid and assist and make 
each comfortable and happy. Yours, &c. 

Ww.D 

Jacmel, Dec. 31, 1819. 


New York.—The report of the superintend- 
ents of common schools shows that, in 1819, the 
whole number of children between the ages of 
5 and 15, was 302,703. Number of children 
taught, 271,877. Amount of public monies ex- 
pended, $117,151. 


The report of the New York Savings Bank, 
states, that the bank was opened 3d July, 1819, 
and on 27th December, there had been received 
from 1527 depositors, the sum of $153,378.— 
$148,372 had been invested in the public funds, 
and $6606 had been drawn out by the depo- 
sitors. 


The total of the bank capital in the several 
states, districts and territories of the United 
States, as far as known at the treasury, it ap- 
pears from Mr. Secretary Crawford’s report was, 
in 1817, upwards of ninety millions of dollars : 
to which being added the capital of the United 
States Bank ($35,000,000), makes a grand total 
of $125,000,000. [WVat. Int. 





MARRIED. 
On the 23d ult. by the Rev. Jacob Brodhead, D. D.. Mr. 





James Douglass Mifflin, to Miss Catherine Frances Miller, 
| allof this city. 
On the 24th ult. by the Rev. J.C, Greer, Mr. Thomas H. 
B. Jacobs, to Miss Jane Bowen, both of Chester county, Pa. 
On the 24th ult. by the Rev. Philip F. Mayer, Mr. David 
Stuckart, of Germantown, to Miss Margaret Taylor, of this 
city. 
On the Ist inst. by the Rev. Dr. Brodhead, Mr. Robert 
| Keith, to Miss Catherine Hazleton, both of this city. 
| On the 6th inst. by the Rev. Dr. Kemper, Mr. Rubens 
| Peale, of Philadelphia, to Miss Eliza Patterson, of Chesnut 
Hill. 
| On the 7th inst. by the Rev. Mr. Parker, Mr. Thomas H. 
| Roberts, to Miss Elizabeth M. C. Butler, daughter of An- 
thony Butler, esq. of North Carolina. 


DIED. 


At New Orleans, on the 26th January, Mrs. Mary Yorke, 
wife of the late captain Peter Yorke, of Philadelphia. 

Near New Orleans, Mr. Etienne Borrie, the first person 
that succeeded in cultivating the sugar cane on the Missis- 
sippi. 

= Buckingham, Bucks county, on the 11th ult. Mr, Sa- 
muel Hanin, in the 76th year of his age. As a mathemati- 








months, during which time they are expected 





cian, Mr. Hanin had very few, if any superiors ; he was prin- 
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cipally self-taught, and that at an age, and situation in life, 
when few apply themselves to study. 

At camp Missouri, near Council Bluffs, on the 25th of De- 
cember last, captain Thomas M. Reed, of the 6th infantry 
United States army. 

In ‘Tennessee, iately, colonel James Glassgow, formerly 
secretary of state to that state. 

On the night of the 18th February, at the house of his 
brother in Charleston township, Chester county, in the 77th 
me of his age, Mr. Samuel C, Morris, formerly a respecta- 

le merchant of the city of Philadelphia. 

On the 18th ult. of a lingering disposition, at the house of 
Mark Richards, of this city, Miss Mary Harvey, only daugh- 
ter of the late John Harvey, of New Jersey. 

On the 7th inst. captain Thomas Baker, of the U. States 
navy, in the 6lst year of his age. 


IMuscellanp. 


PENITENTIARY. 

When we made some remarks, some 
days since, on the subject of State Prisons 
and the Penitentiary system of punishment, 
we had no intention of entering at all into 
the consideration of the regulations of those 
establishments as it regards management 
or economy. Qur object was singly to state 
some general ideas relating to the mode 
of punishment, and the importance to this 
state, after the unsuccessful experiment 
that had been made, at the present time, 
when a new proposition is before the legis- 
lature, of adopting a more promising plan 
hereafter. 

Several gentlemen, whose feelings are 
deeply engaged in the subject, have re- 
quested us to state more particularly, the 
views we entertain regarding it, especially 
concerning the Solitary Prison. In com- 
pliance with-their wishes we add the fol- 
lowing remarks. 

The Penitentiary system of punishment 
was devised and recommended by humane 
and benevolent men, for the purpose of 
ascertaining by experiment, whether 
milder penalties might not be substituted, 
with more effect, for those that were severe 
and sanguinary. The characteristic dis- 
tinction between the system is, that the 
Jatter were intended to act upon the body, 
the former upon the mind. Pain inflicted 
is soon experienced, and soon forgotten, 
at least by by-standers, if not by the person 
by whom it is endured. The process of 
punishing the mind is more slow and gra- 
dual—to produce the necessary effect upon 
the object of it, as well as upon the com- 
munity, it must be endured for a long time, 
and the fact that it is so endured, should 
not be suffered to escape the public recol- 
lection. 

That part of the plan which we have 
suggested, which we view as of the great- 
est importance, is the establishment of a 
building for the sole occupation of convicts 
sentenced to confinement for life. It is not 




















4 UN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. 


necessary to enumerate al! the offences 
for which such a sentence would be coisi- 
dered as fitting and adequate to their 
enormity. Among them may be mention- 
ed rape, arson, highway robbery, and 
others of an aggravated character. The 
penalty in the law for these atrocious 
crimes should be perpetual imprisonment, 
And, it should be understood, that no man 
who had been once fairly convicted of 
either of them, should ever leave the 
prison, until he should be carried to the 
tomb. In addition to this, the moment he 
entered the cell to which he had been 
doomed he should realize the fact, that he 
had turned his back upon the world and 
all that it contained, and would never be 
suffered to see his father or his mother, his 
wife or his children, his brothers or his 
sisters, or any other human being from 
without, except his keeper, a physician if 
sick, or a clergyman if desirous of consult- 
ing him with regard to the concerns of 
another world. Over the entrance of the 
door should be written, in the most legible 
characters, in the full view of all who may 
pass by, the impossibility of a single con- 
vict’s ever leaving the dismal abode.— 
Gloom and terror should brood over the 
exterior of the melancholy building, and 
within should reign the most appalling 
despair. Even hope, “ which comes to all,” 
should never for a moment visit the dreary 
mansion. 

Such an institution could not fail to 
produce the most important effects upon 
the minds of all men—whether virtuous or 
wicked. No good man could pass by it 
without experiencing the most solemn emo- 
tions of mind—no bad one without shud- 
dering and horror. Punishment of this 
kind would never die away from the mind, 
and be forgotten. When aman who has 
been sentenced to death is hanged, he is 
buried, and there is an end of him. The 
awful spectacle makes but a momentary 
impression even upon the hearts of the 
spectators. ‘The community at large read 
the account, and it passes out of remem- 
brance. But, the effect of the punishment 
that we have suggested would be, to gain 
fresh strength and force from every recol- 
lection, because the weight of it would 
grow upon the subject of it with every 
passing year. Let us imagine for a mo- 
ment what would be the feelings of a mise- 
rable wretch who, for his crimes, had been 
imprisoned in this manner, for thirty or 
forty years, unacquainted with every thing 
but the horrible gloom and despair that 
had so long surrounded him, and ignorant 
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CHEROKEES—ATTACK OF A WILD CAT. 


of the situation or existence of all the 
friends and relations that he had ever 
known. 


A building devoted to such purposes as’ 


these need not be very large, or, compara- 
tively, very expensive. Such would be the 
terror Which it would spread, that candi- 
dates for admission would, we are per- 
suaded, not be numerous—instead of ope- 
rating as a strong inducement, as the man- 
ner of conducting with the present state 
prison does, to foreign rogues to plant 
themselves in our state, and particularly 
in our city, where they enjoy the double 
advantage of wealth to plunder, and an 
equal chance to escape punishment even 
after conviction; it would have a strong 
tendency to deter them from adventuring 
upon their criminal depredations within 
our jurisdiction. A single conviction, in 
some .cases, if made punishable there, 
would save the state from a repetition of 
the offence. ‘Take, for an example, that 
of a dueilist. Let one guilty votary of 
honour be convicted and shut up in this 
house of despair, and we doubt not whether 
there would ever be another duel fought 
in the state of New York. 

These are our views of this part of the 
general plan somewhat more in detail. If 
the suggestion of them shall produce any 
beneficial effect, we shall be gratified. 
That the subject at large is one of high 
and important interest to the whole com- 
munity we are fully convinced. The im- 
mense expense now incurred in supporting 
convicts, renders it extremely so to the 
state of individuals; it is as much so as the 
value of security for their persons, their 


property, and their homes. [M. F. Adv. 





CHEROKEES. 


Lictract of a Letter from the Rev. Abraham Slet- 

rei “ Salem, N’. C. to a gentleman in Raleigh, 

At my visit last fall among the Chero- 
kees, I was astonished at the progress in 
culture and civilization they had made in 
the fifteen years that I had not been among 
them. ‘True, in the report of the missiou- 
aries at Brainard, a little more is seen 
upon paper than at the place itself, yet it 
isa very useful institution, so is that of 
our society, established at Spring Place in 
that country, though upon a smaller scale. 
Could the Cherokees keep their land, unin- 
cumbered from the cupidity of the white 
people, I have not the least doubt that, in 
4 generation or two, no distinction wil! be 
in the civilization of them and that of the 
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inhabitants of the states, and that they 
may then be safely incorporated into the 
federal compact as citizens. They are 
very eager for schools, and wish them es- 
tablished in every direction. Some of 
them are already quite respectable agri- 
culturists. Their old sanguinary and re- 
taliatory laws are abandoned, and their 
laws and decrees, which, by a resolve ot 
their late council, are to be printed in the 
English language, conform more and more 
to those of the United States. 


Severe Encounter with a Wild Cat. 
FROM THE WESTERN REVIEW. 


In June, 1785, one morning about sun- 
rise, Mr. John M‘Kinney, then an instructor 
of youth, was sitting in his school house in 
the town of Lexington, when a wild cat of 
uncommon size made its appearance at the 
door, and, without seeming to notice him, 
suddenly leaped into the room, snapping 
its jaws and foaming at the mouth. On 
observing it, his first thought was, what 
fine sport it might afford him, if he had a 
good dog and the door closed. But, to his 
great surprise, on casting its eyes round 
and seeing him, instead of precipitately 
retreating as he had expected, it dvd 
towards him in a menacing manner. He 
instantly reached forward to a table near 
him and attempted to grasp a ruler, but, 
before he had obtained it, the animal was 
upon him and seized him by the teeth on 
the collar bone near his throat. With 
some difficulty, by striking at it upwards 
under his jacket, he relieved himself from 
this grasp, but the enraged animal instantly 
caught him by the right side, and, with its 
long crooked tusks, pierced through his 
clothes and penetrated between his ribs, 
where it held him so fast that he found it 
impossible to extricate himself. At the 
same time its sharp claws were employed 
with astonishing rapidity in cutting off his 
clothes and tearing the flesh from his side. 
From its situation he was unable to strike 
it with any considerable force, but in the 
effort only wounded his own hand against 
the table. Finding he could do nothing 
in that way, he seized the animal with 
both arms, brought its hinder part between 
his thighs, and pressed it with all his force 
against the table. It struggled violentiy, 


and fearing it might escape from his grasp 
and again attack him with its claws, he 
now for the first time made an exclama- 
tion, in the hope that some one might come 
to hisrelief. The ladies, who were engaged 
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near the place, milking their cows, were 
most of them alarmed at the cry, and ran 
precipitately into the fort exclaiming that 
something was killing Mr. M‘Kinney in 
the school house. Three of them, however, 
Mrs. Masterson, Mrs. Collins, and Miss 
‘Thompson, being less timid than the rest, 
ran towards the house, and, after some 
deliberation among themselves as to who 
should venture to look in first, entered the 
door. Mr. M‘Kinney, perceiving they were 
females, and knowing Mrs. Masterson to 
be in a peculiarly delicate state of health, 
was fearful of alarming them, and notwith- 
standing his own dreadful situation as- 
sumed an air of composure, and with a 
smile observed—* don’t be alarmed, it is 
only a cat I have caught, and I want some 
person to assist me in killing it”. He was 
thus careful not to inform them, as he might 
have done with far greater correctness, that 
the cat had caught him! The ladies then 
boldly advanced towards him, and one of 
them stooping down and observing the 
size of the animal, exclaimed, what a mon- 
ster!—ran to the door and called a gentle- 
man who happened to be passing by. He 
came in, and proposed cutting off the claws 
of the cat, but Mr. M‘Kinney, perceivin 
it to lie perfectly still, concluded he hed 
killed it, which, on rising, he found to be 
the fact. They then endeavoured to draw 
out the animal’s teeth from Mr. M‘Kinney’s 
side, but finding them so hooked in between 
his ribs that they could not extricate them, 
the whole party left the school house, and 
advanced towards the fort, where, by this 
time, a great alarm was excited, and whence 
the people were rushing in crowds. After 
reaching the fort, new efforts were made 
to relieve Mr. M‘Kinney from the tusks of 
the cat, which were at length rendered 
successful by placing its head in the same 
position as when it made the attack. 
Notwithstanding his wounds, Mr. M‘Kin- 
ney attended his school that morning, but 
at noon found himself so exhausted and 
his a so extreme, that he was compelled 
to dismiss his scholars and resort to his 
bed. By proper applications however he 
was soon relieved; his wounds healed ra- 
pidly, and his usual health was speedily 
restored. He is now living in Bourbon 
county, and furnished us himself with the 
above interesting particulars. KE. 





His royal highness the prince regent has, 
we learn, despatched a British astist to 
Rome, with a commission to have copies 
made of all the small pictures by Raphael, 











ATTACK OF A WILD CAT—POETRY. 


From the German Correspondent, published at 
New York. 

The new steam-boat Blucher was lately 
launched at Potsdam. Several members of 
the royal family were present, and prince 
Albrecht conferred the name. This is 
probably the largest steam-boat in Europe 
—the whole length being 200 feet. It draws 
but 204 inches of water. The boat con- 
tains two engines, which perform exceed- 
ingly well. ‘The utmost precaution is used 
against accidents by fire. As this vessel 
will carry merchandise of great value, and 
in large quantities, the hold has been di- 
vided into nine compartments, by water- 
proof partitions, so that in case it should 
spring a leak, there is every probability that 
the vessel would not fill. Besides, by means 
of tubes there is a communication between 
these chambers and the !ocations of the en- 
gines, which are so arranged as to pump any 

uantity of water out of the division where 
the leak may exist. This improvement 
appears to be well calculated for the 
steam-boats on the Mississippi. 








Poetrp. 


FAREWELL. 
From La Belle Assemblee for November, 1819. 


Farewell—kind, cruel word—farewell ! 
it strikes upon aftection’s ear, 

Like the sad, ling’ring passing bell, 
Of joys, seen but to disappear. 

On all thy virtues let me dwell, 

But spare my lips the last farewell. 


If to bear with thee as thou go’st 
Thy journey down this vale of tears, 
The prayers of her who loves thee most, 
Who most thy noble heart reveres— 
I'll fill the grove, the rocky cell, 
If this be bidding thee farewell. 


Each breeze shall murmur in thine ear 
A charm against ill fortune’s wrath ; 
The wind shall catch each falling tear 
And rain down blessings on thy path; 
And every other shower dispel, 
Save these round drops that speak “ farewell.” 


Thou bidd’st me walk and linger near 
Those balmy shades were oft we’ve met: 
Ah, no—thy fancied image there 
Would my poor wilder’d brain beset ; 
And from my bursting heart would swell 
A ceaseless, agonized “ farewell.” 


Yet thou wilt come again, ere long, 
And I shall live to meet thy smile ; 
And the soft witchery of thy tongue 
Shall once again my woes beguile. 
The thought shall draw a pleasing spell 
Around this painful—* fare thee well.” 
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